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Before this landscape
was reimagined, a thick
blanket of worn-out
junipers covered the
slopes; their resinous
foliage is potentially

dangerous in a firestorm.
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Go lush

Fleshy-leafed (and water-

i retaining) plants are good
i choices for fire-wise

i gardens. Dotting the pool- |
1 side landscape, pictured

i above, are nearly black

' aeoniums around a tall

i tree aloe, plus agaves, and

a floss silk tree (Ceiba
speciosa}—whose trunk
is studded with water-
storing prickles.
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Water, water

everything

The more hydrated any

 plantis, the more fire-

resistant it will be.

Although the plantsin
i this garden are drought-
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i tolerant, they still need

occasional deep watering
to keep them from drying
out and becoming poten-

i tial fuel. >54




Although they appear to

hug the house—a fire-safety
no-no—these trees don’t
actually overhang it. They’re
also spaced well apart,

and kept well watered and
pruned.

DESIGN Todd Pitman, Verde Landscape Design,
LaMesa, CA( verdelandscapedesign.com or 619/895-
8082); Ryan Prange, Falling Waters Landscape,
Encinitas, CA (fallingwatersweb.com)
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o In afire-wise garden, use

R gravel or decomposed

% bark mulch—to cover the

bare ground around plants.
| It also helps keep weeds
down and looks better
with succulents.

Keep things

. simple

Leave space between
plantings, which reduces
the risk of “fire ladders”
(fires that climb to the
crowns of nearby trees).
Boulders and block walls
also help to slow the
spread of flames.
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